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What made you decide to become a fiction writer? 
 
In 2008, I was reading Bram Stoker’s Dracula, and about halfway through I thought to myself, “I 
wonder if I could write a story similar to this but with a different monster?” So, I guess, I became 
a writer because I read a 119-year-old book and thought, “Can I do this? 
 
 
What type of stories do you write?  And why? 
 
I’ve written only one book. From that I can say I write stories about monsters. I also write about 
friendships and the difficulties that must be overcome to maintain those friendships.  
 
Simple answer for why: I’m not a good talker. I suspect that’s why I write. 

 
What do your family/friends think about your writing? 
 
My friends acted the way I expected them to act when I mentioned I was going to be published. 
Unfortunately, I did not see any jealousy or envy, which was somewhat disappointing. I have yet 
to find out how my family sees my writing because I haven’t told them. When writing this book I 
didn’t show it to anyone. I bit my lip whenever I had the desire to express anything about it to 
anyone for any reason. The whole writing process was done in secret. It was the way I shielded 
myself against public disappointment and embarrassment. 
 
 
Where do you get your ideas? 
 

I get my ideas from the section of my brain that’s repressed. When I need something I crank it 
open the way you would a casement window―peer inside and grab what I need quickly.  
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How much of yourself and the people you know are in your characters? 
 
The easy answer is that there will always be parts of me in at least one character because I 
understand myself and my motivation for doing things. My parents are always present because 
they reflect who I am and how I see the world. My father was a migrant worker when he first 
came to this country, so I owe him and my mother a great deal for making my life easier. I used 
my sister’s first name, Theodora, for my lead female character because it’s a beautiful and 
unusual name. My brother, Cliff, is very funny so his sense of humor has influenced how I 
interpret events that occur in my life and consequently how I write. He’s my best friend, and I’m 
very lucky to have him for my brother. As for the rest–it’s unclear. I’ve certainly seen qualities in 
others that I’ve noticed and admired. I wanted to write a positive story about acceptance and 
love, so I hope my tiny flashlight illuminates some of the people I’ve met on my way to 
publication. 

 
How do you write; do you plan everything out or just write? 
 
I’m pretty sure it’s John Irving who said he figures out what the last line in his book will be and 
then he knows what the book will be about. It’s at that point that he can sit down and write. 
That’s great advice. I did that with this book. I figured out what my last spoken line would be, 
and then everything marched toward those final nine spoken words. 

 
What makes The Odd Fellows special to you?  
 
It’s the first book I’ve ever written. I’ve used the fraternal organization, The Odd Fellows, as the 
backdrop for my story. They’re a great group that has made the United States a better place for 
almost two hundred years. They have lodges all over the country and welcome new members. 
The Odd Fellows don’t just think about doing good things for others. They do those good things. 
As someone who works in academia I noticed that The Odd Fellows have numerous college 
scholarships available, including vocational and agricultural scholarships, but my favorite 
scholarship has to be the one for orphans and foster youth. That’s just a wonderful idea. Every 
year, I eagerly look forward to seeing their float in the Rose Bowl Parade, and it’s always, 
undoubtedly, my favorite because I understand what it embodies. I’m donating ten percent of the 
money that I receive from Bold Strokes Books to The Odd Fellows. The more books I sell, the 
more money I can give to them. 
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Which lesbian and/or gay author(s) inspired you the most?  Do you have a favorite of 
this author(s)? 
 
Truman Capote: He wrote Breakfast at Tiffany’s but I really like his short story “A Christmas 
Memory.” It’s nineteen pages of perfection, and it always makes me cry at the end. Truman is 
also the guy who said, “Good writing is rewriting.” That’s something every writer should 
remember. 
 
Henry James: I had never read anything by Henry James because I thought he would be 
inaccessible. I was totally wrong. Washington Square and Daisy Miller are wonderful books.  
 
Charles Rice-Gonzalez wrote an unusual story that took me into a world that was completely 
foreign to me in “Puti and the Gay Bandits of Hunts Point.” It’s in a collection of short stories 
called Ambientes, New Queer Latino Writing. Also in that book, Steve Cordova wrote a revealing 
short story about a relationship from an outsider’s point of view called “Six Days in St. Paul” 
that I found slyly humorous.  
 
Martin Hyatt wrote a moving short story about his father called “How to Skin a Deer” that makes 
me cry like a big sap. It’s in an anthology titled Who’s Yer Daddy?  
 
Jaime Manrique has written two amazing books: Latin Moon in Manhattan and Twilight at the 
Equator. When I first read Latin Moon I kept asking myself, “…but where’s the story going?” 
Eventually, I stopped questioning the story and just sat back and enjoyed it. Manrique’s Twilight 
at the Equator is even better than Latin Moon, and the quality of writing in Equator is a standard 
we should all strive toward. 
 
Luis Negrón wrote a collection of short stories and put them in a book called Mundo Cruel. They 
resonate differently with me. I like some better than others, but I particularly like “The Chosen 
One,” “The Vampire of Moca,” “Botella,” and “The Garden.” 
 
David McConnell wrote a non-fiction book entitled American Honor Killings: Desire and Rage 
Among Men. It’s not the type of book I could write. I don’t think I’m capable of writing something 
like it. I often see life as being all “goodness and light,” but David’s book exposes the evil 
lurking inside of America and how that evil intersects with gay men. After I started it, it was hard 
to put down. When I wasn’t reading it, I was thinking about getting back to it. At night, before I 
fell asleep, I thought about it. When I finished reading it, I started reading it all over again. 
McConnell’s writing and dedication to telling these horrific stories is commendable. 
 
‘Nathan Burgoine: Light. It’s the perfect book. It’s funny, readable, and engaging. (I vote for 
Rainbow Man!) The best compliment I can give Burgoine is to quote Coleridge and say 
Coleridge’s quote applies to Light: “The reader should be carried forward, not merely or chiefly 
by the mechanical impulse of curiosity, not by a restless desire to arrive at the final solution but 
by the pleasurable activity of the journey itself.” Light is a very enjoyable journey and a 
wonderful book. 

-continue page 4- 

 

http://www.boldstrokesbooks.com/


 

A BSB Interview Guillermo Luna 
www.BoldStrokesBooks.com  

Page 4 
  
Which lesbian and/or gay author(s) inspired you the most?  Do you have a favorite of 
this author(s)?  -continued- 
 
Rick Whitaker wrote an interesting non-fiction book entitled The First Time I Met Frank O’Hara. 
It’s a book about reading gay writers and how to interpret what they wrote. I don’t always agree 
with him, but it did make me think about how gay writers are seen and read. 
 
Side note: my favorite author is the very straight Edith Wharton. She wrote many books, 
including The Age of Innocence, The Custom of the Country, Ethan Frome, The Old Maid, The 
House of Mirth, and Summer. I’ve read every single one of her books. She was the greatest 
writer of the 20th century. 
 
Do you have any suggestions for new writers? 
I try to stop myself from giving advice to anyone, on any subject, because people don’t really 
want advice. Beauty and fashion tips, yes. Advice, no. I’ll make an exception this one time 
though. First, take all the time you need. It took me four years to write my 60,000 word book, and 
I worked on it practically every day. Second, it can always be better. Keep rewriting. 
 
When you're not writing what do you do for fun? 
I watch way too much TV, but thankfully I don’t have cable so I’m not glued to it all the time. I 
watch Survivor, The Amazing Race, Antiques Roadshow, and ME TV. I buy stuff―mainly 
antiques, oh, and Odd Fellows merchandise off E-bay. I especially look for Odd Fellows’ rings. 
It’s the hunt that I enjoy and then wearing them and showing them off. I like driving to 
architectural sites and looking at historic structures. Taking a house tour is fun. I have a 
fascination with the Pre-Raphaelites so I enjoy reading books about them and looking at their 
paintings. I’m a fan of old movies, especially those from the 40s and 50s, and most of my 
favorite actors and actresses are tough, hard-boiled types: Robert Mitchum, Sterling Hayden, 
Ralph Meeker, Barbara Stanwyck, Joan Crawford, Glen Ford, Ida Lupino, William Holden, Robert 
Ryan, Mary Astor, and Gloria Graham. I always enjoy watching their movies. I also have a soft 
spot for Clifton Webb, Monty Woolley, and Myrna Loy, but I like them because they’re funny. 
 
I’m a political junkie, particularly during presidential elections; the debates, the primaries, the 
caucuses, the Sunday-morning talk shows, the news coverage, election night–I can’t get enough 
of it. At least three times a week I like to sit in a bathtub full of hot water and listen to Ralph 
Vaughn Williams’ The Lark Ascending. That’s heaven. I enjoy reading the LA TIMES every day. I 
listen to the radio too. I know that’s very old-timey but I do it. I listen to classical music, opera 
from the MET, NPR, A Prairie Home Companion, This American Life and Wait, Wait, Don’t Tell 
Me! 
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